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brought to South America by adventurers 
and explorers. Thus South America has 
been hampered in her way to free life by the 
necessity which has been thrust upon her to 
shake off the inheritance which came to 
her through seekers after gold and glory. It 
is now thought that the time to receive this 
free life has at last come. 

Furthermore, it is confidently expected 
that the congress will be able to contribute 
much to improve the situation, and it is 
hoped that the general attitude taken by the 
various commissioners and the congress 
will be constructive, and that there will be 
no attack upon prevailing faith or faiths of 
Latin America. 

Educational Work in the Local Church 

The Methodist Review for October, 1915, 
gives to its readers an interesting article 
on the possibilities and responsibilities 
of educational work in the local church. 
The writer, Dr. John A. Rice, thinks of the 
functions of the church as threefold: 
evangelical, social, and educational. The 
educational function of the church has its 
chief home in the Sunday school, which he 
points to as having immense importance for 
the church. He says that 60 per cent of 
the registered Sunday-school scholars dis- 
appear, and that 85 per cent of those who 
join the church are drawn from the 40 
per cent who remain in the Sunday school. 



Dr. Rice suggests a scheme of religious 
education which he presents in four parts: 
first, the church and home department, 
where the Sunday school should endeavor 
to co-operate with the home; secondly, the 
department for graded instruction, where 
the Sunday school is divided into the pri- 
mary, junior, intermediate, senior, and adult 
departments; the mission-study classes, the 
teachers' training classes, teachers' supply 
and officers' courses, social service, and all 
other educational work of the church should 
have its focal point in the adult department; 
thirdly, a department devoted to expres- 
sional activities, where the aim will be to 
provide paraphernalia for illustration in the 
primary department and to encourage culti- 
vation of the social spirit in the junior de- 
partment, as well as play and preparation 
of officers; fourthly, graded worship. In 
this connection Dr. Rice considers the chief 
characteristics of worship to be spiritual, real, 
and couched in familiar terms. A part of 
the Sunday-school service should be devoted 
to well-regulated worship, but the main 
worship should be in addition to this. Dr. 
Rice regrets the absence of so many children 
from church, he appreciates the effort made 
by some churches to make a place in the 
regular morning service for children, but 
he advises a junior worship held at a suitable 
time, and specially for a junior congrega- 
tion. 



Congregationalists Effect Consolida- 
tion of Boards 

At the National Council of Congrega- 
tional Churches held in New Haven, Con- 
necticut, during the last week in October, a 
report was received from the committee 
previously appointed to consider a consolida- 
tion of certain boards. The report pro- 
vided for the consolidation of the Home 
Mission Society and the Church Building 
Society, and also for the combination of the 
Educational Society and the Sunday School 
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and Publication Society. The report was 
subjected to a long debate, but opposition 
diminished as the debate proceeded, and 
in the end the vote of adoption was almost 
unanimous. 



Administrative Removal of Rectors in 
the Roman Catholic Church 

What is to be done with pastors who are 
unworthy of the position of trust and leader- 
ship which has been accorded them ? How 
insistently this question recurs again and 
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again to Christian leaders, especially to 
those of the more democratic bodies! The 
last number of the Ecclesiastical Review con- 
tains an account of how the bull Maxima 
Cura, which was published August 20, 1910, 
has provided for the administrative removal 
of parish priests in the Roman Catholic 
church. The thought which underlies the 
decree is that the parish priests are made 
for the parish and not vice versa. And it 
is asserted that "the loss of immortal souls, 
no matter whence it arise, demands the 
deposition of him who is the occasion of 
such incalculable harm." The causes for 
which parish priests may be removed are: 
insanity; ignorance or want of expertness 
or tact; deafness, blindness or similar 
infirmity; odium plebis; loss of one's 
good name; a secret crime, which is likely 
to become public; maladministration of 
temporal affairs, resulting in serious harm 
to the church or benefice; neglect, after 
admonition, of parochial duties of im- 
portance; disobedience, notwithstanding 
proper warning, to the mandates of the 
ordinary in matters of the moment." In 
glancing over this list one's eye pauses 
to make sure it has read correctly the condi- 
tion attached to "secret crime" — "which 
is likely to become public," and one can but 
wonder why such a condition. Definite 
regulations are provided whereby the 
priest in question is to have a fair hearing. 

The Russian Orthodox Church 

The Literary Digest for October 23 con- 
tains an interesting abstract from the latest 
report of the High Procurator of the Holy 
Synod of the Russian Orthodox church and 
puts into our hands some interesting data: 

"The Russian territory both in Asia 
and in Europe is divided into 67 dioceses 
or eparchies. Outside of the Russian 
frontiers, the Russian church has under its 
spiritual jurisdiction the diocese of North 
America, to which belong all the Orthodox 



Russians scattered throughout the United 
States. The white clergy number 3,043 
archpriests, 47,403 priests, 14,868 deacons, 
and 45,556 ecclesiastical singers. The mon- 
asteries reach the number of 538, including 
71 bishops' residences, 294 monasteries 
and hermitages subsidized by the state, and 
193 monasteries living on their own re- 
sources. They are inhabited by 11,332 
monks and 9,603 novices. The nunneries 
number 467, in which there are 16,285 
nuns and 54,903 novices. Thus the regular 
clergy of the Russian church, both monks 
and nuns, count 1,005 monasteries and 
92,123 members. 

"There are in Russia 53,902 chapels and 
prayer houses, 31,947 libraries attached 
either to the bishops' residences or to the 
parishes, 57 societies of ecclesiastical archae- 
ology. The four ecclesiastical academies 
of Petrograd, Moscow, Kief, and Kazan 
have 170 instructors and 964 students. 
The subsidies allotted to monasteries by the 
state amount to a sum of 440,000 rubles. 
Five nunneries receive the largest allow- 
ances, varying from 30,000 rubles to 16,000. 
The land possessed by monasteries is 
estimated at about 800,000 acres. A por- 
tion of the revenues of monasteries is applied 
to the maintenance of charitable institu- 
tions, as hospitals, orphan houses, ecclesi- 
astical schools. According to the report, 
25 per cent of the Russian parish churches 
do not receive any subsidy from govern- 
ment funds. Poverty, therefore, is one 
of the running sores of the Russian church. 
A special commission appointed by the 
Holy Synod to ascertain the financial con- 
dition of the clergy lays stress upon increas- 
ing the wages of the priests to a sum of 
1,200 rubles yearly. But the Duma seems 
not disposed to raise the allowances granted 
to the Russian church from the public 
treasury, and thus 10,000 parishes languish 
in misery. The report mentions also 55 
churches officiated in by Russian clergy in 
foreign countries." 



